
QuiltCon 2019

A small selection from over 

500 quilts at the show.
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Quilting Challenge : Two Color
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Improvisation

































Group or Bee Quilts











Minimalist Design





























Handwork

















Modern Traditionalism

































Use of Negative Space
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Piecing

















































MM Fabric Challenge

















Small Quilts





































What I learned from 
QuiltCon 2019.



Themes + Surprises

-Quilts generally fell into one of two classes; bold bright colors, or 
earthy neutrals. Rarely did they touch both, and few fell outside of 
these two colors schemes.

-Lack of solid white expanse. Even the negative space was filled with 
subtle but detailed piecing or quilting. Many other colors were 
showcased as the “negative space” instead of solid white.

-Lack of super dense quilting. This was present but only in less than 
25% of quilts, and much less dense than I expected.

-At least 1/3 of show quilts contained printed fabrics. Most often paired 
with solids.

-Extensive amounts of depth and texture. Created by use of textured 
fabrics like linen or shot cotton, or by quilting using different colors, 
thread weights, or quilting techniques.



For future entries

-The quality and technical skill level of the show quilts is attainable. 
They were not so out of reach that any quilter could not get there by 
putting in effort.

Stephanie Ruyle’s (DMMQG) quilts probably had the most 
technical skill demonstrated in any of the quilts in the show.

-On any given year any quilt could be accepted or denied. It is really 
just a chance if your quilt gets selected for the show.

-High quality, clear photographs that meet all the MQG requirements 
are probably very important to your chances of getting in.

-The smallest categories were: Group or Bee Quilts, Appliqué, and 
Handwork.

-The largest categories were: Minimalist Design, Modern Traditionalism, 
and Small Quilts.
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QuiltCon 2019 Category Breakdown



For future attendees

-Prepare to become a QuiltCon zombie. There is so much to see and so 
little time – especially if you are attending classes/lectures, or 
sightseeing around the city.

-Prioritize what you want to see and do. 
I did not look too closely at the special exhibits (sherri lynn

wood, 100 days, Thomas fire, etc…) because these are all extensively 
photographed and available to view elsewhere. I got a general feel for 
each exhibit and moved quickly.

-Get the 4 day show pass (free for MQG members who register by Nov 
30) regardless if you only plan to attend just one day. You get a printed 
nametag and lanyard instead of just a wristband. It just feels more legit.

-Thursday and Saturday at the show were very busy. Try going Friday 
(after the MQG crowd has seen everything and before the locals come 
to visit).


